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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, January 22, 2020.  Present were 

Eldon F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk. 

Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present: 

Thomas Houghton, National Grid 

Nadine James, Jamaica’s Best Bar and Grille 

Errol James, Jamaica’s Best Bar and Grille 

Glen Turner, 12 Stoney Road 

Jen Turner, 12 Stoney Road 

Jack Lally, 129 Lester Road, Brockton 

Steven Lally, 129 Lester Road, Brockton 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Moreira read the public hearing notice into the record for the joint 

petition of Massachusetts Electric Company and Verizon New England, Inc. to install 3 new 

poles on Stoney Road. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to open the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Mr. Houghton stated National Grid and Verizon are looking to install 3 new poles to serve a 3 

house development on Stoney Road.  

Mr. Turner stated there is a marking in front of his house and he wants to ensure that a utility 

pole will not be installed there. 

Mr. Houghton confirmed that there will not be a pole installed in front of Mr. Turner’s house. 

Mr. Houghton explained that the marker in front of Mr. Turner’s house is for an anchor for pole 

number 10. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the pole petition, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

At 7:06 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to close the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the application for a Common Victualler 

License, Entertainment License, and Sunday Entertainment License for Jamaica’s Best Bar and 

Grille Inc. located at 320 West Center Street. 
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Ms. James introduced herself and stated they intend on operating 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. when they first 

open. Ms. James stated they will be applying for a beer and wine license in the near future. Ms. 

James stated her Brockton location has been open for 5 years now, serving traditional Jamaican 

dishes such as ox tail, jerk chicken and chicken curry. 

Mr. Gagne stated the application submitted by Ms. James noted a 7 a.m. opening time. Mr. 

Gagne asked if they will be serving breakfast. 

Ms. James stated she would like to see how things go once they open and reserve the option of 

serving breakfast in the future. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Common Victualler and Entertainment Licenses as 

submitted for Jamaica’s Best Bar and Grille, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of December 

18, 2019. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of December 18, 2019, Mr. Kinahan 

second, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of January 8, 

2020 for review. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the January 8, 2020 meeting minutes for review, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was authorizing the tree removal list. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the tree removal list, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 

unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was awarding the electrical aggregation consultant 

agreement to Colonial Power Group. 

Mr. Gagne stated Colonial Power is the company that oversee’s the Town’s electrical 

aggregation program. Mr. Gagne stated the Town entered into a 3-year aggregation contract and 

must renew the consultant agreement with Colonial Power for their consultant services which 

ensures the Town is abiding by all applicable laws. Mr. Gagne stated if at any time the Town 

decides to not move forward with the electrical aggregation program then the agreement made 

with Colonial Power can be terminated at any time at no cost to the Town.  

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the consultant agreement with Colonial Power, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was voting on the Southeastern Regional Services 

Group DPW Services Award for 2/1/20 – 1/31/21. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Town is part of a procurement group made up of 19 other communities that 

bid out services. Mr. Gagne stated every year they go out to bid for DPW Services. Mr. Gagne 

stated all of the winning bids are in front of the Board for approval today. Mr. Gagne stated by 
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law if a company submits a bid without all of the proper documentation, it is automatically 

disqualified, despite being the cheapest bid. Mr. Gagne stated there is one company that plans on 

filing a bid protest. Mr. Gagne stated all of the bids on the list presented to the Board tonight are 

approved bids.  

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the Southeastern Regional Services Group DPW Services 

Awards for 2/1/20 – 1/31/21 as presented, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

At 7:16 p.m. Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period.  

Mr. Lally introduced himself. Mr. Lally stated he has been a City Councilor for 5 years now. Mr. 

Lally stated he currently represents Ward 6 of Brockton. Mr. Lally stated he is running for the 

10th Plymouth District State Representative position this year which includes all of West 

Bridgewater. Mr. Lally stated he just wanted to introduce himself and make himself accessible to 

the public. Mr. Lally stated he can be reached by phone at 508-410-0330 or by email at 

jacklally@comcast.net. Mr. Lally stated he has made two promises as a City Councilor and 

intends on keeping those promises if elected as the State Representative, which are to return 

every phone call he receives within 24 hours and to work as hard as he can. 

The Board thanked Mr. Lally for coming to the meeting and introducing himself and wished him 

the best of luck. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report.  

Mr. Gagne stated residents of River Street came before the Board to express their concerns over 

speeding and a high volume of commercial vehicle traffic on their street and requested that a 

commercial vehicle traffic restriction be enforced on River Street. Mr. Gagne stated in order to 

do so the Board of Selectmen must follow a process laid out by Mass DOT and part of the 

process was performing a formal traffic study. Mr. Gagne stated the Old Colony Planning 

Council performed a traffic study, at no cost to the Town, monitoring speed and collecting data 

on commercial vehicles vs. non-commercial vehicles. Mr. Gagne stated the result of the traffic 

study revealed that 85% of the vehicles traveling down River Street are obeying the speed limit, 

however, it was also revealed that the commercial vehicle traffic exceeds the minimum standard 

set by Mass DOT for residential areas. Mr. Gagne stated there is a possibility a commercial 

vehicle exclusion could be enforced on the street. Mr. Gagne stated the next step is for the Board 

to take a vote on applying for a commercial vehicle restriction on River Street. Mr. Gagne stated 

then the report and the recommendation of the Board will be reported to Mass DOT for approval. 

Mr. Gagne stated if Mass DOT approves the commercial vehicle exclusion then the DPW will 

place signs on River Street and the restriction will be enforced by the local Police Department.  

Chairman Moreira stated he understands there are several roads in West Bridgewater that are 

affected by commercial vehicle traffic. Chairman Moreira stated he understands that other 

residents may petition the board for an exclusion on their road as well, however, residents have 

to keep in mind that traffic studies are costly and the OCPC can only help out so much.  

Mr. Kinahan asked if the Old Colony Planning Council has the ability to forecast the impact on 

the surrounding streets if the commercial vehicle exclusion is applied to River Street. 
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Mr. Gagne stated he is unsure if the Old Colony Planning Council has the ability to perform that 

type of study but would reach out to them and ask. Mr. Gagne stated agricultural trucks are 

exempt from the exclusion and commercial vehicles traveling to or from adjacent work sites will 

also be exempt from the exclusion. Mr. Gagne stated the new industrial park in Bridgewater does 

bring a lot of commercial traffic to that area, which could potentially be exempt from the 

exclusion. Mr. Gagne stated OCPC performed the traffic study at no cost to the Town. Mr. 

Gagne stated he foresees more residents requesting traffic studies be performed on their streets 

and we cannot expect OCPC to perform future traffic studies for free. Mr. Gagne suggests 

funding an article for Town Meeting to cover the engineering costs of these studies in the future. 

Mr. Kinahan requested more information from the Old Colony Planning Council regarding 

forecasting effects of such exemptions. Mr. Kinahan also requested that the DPW and Police 

Department get involved and offer their opinions and suggestions. 

Chairman Moreira stated he would like to take a vote on approving a commercial vehicle traffic 

exclusion for River Street at the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  

Mr. Gagne stated next on his report was an FYI to the Board. Mr. Gagne stated the State had 

additional Chapter 90 funding available and the Town received more than expected. 

Mr. Gagne stated he authorized the Snow and Ice budget deficit spending. 

Mr. Gagne read the State of the Town Address. 

Chairman Moreira thanked Mr. Gagne and the staff for all of their hard work. Chairman Moreira 

stated there is still a lot to be accomplished.  

Ms. Reyes stated residents have been complaining of discolored water. Ms. Reyes stated she has 

reached out to the Water Department who discussed the issue at their most recent meeting. Ms. 

Reyes stated the Water Department would continue to look into the cause of the yellow water 

and keep the residents informed.  

At 7:54 p.m. Chairman Moreira stated the following “I would entertain a motion to enter into 

executive session not to return to open session, for purposes of conducting contract negotiations 

with nonunion personnel, specifically the Town Administrator, since in my opinion as Chair, 

negotiating in open session would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 

Town.” 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Moreira, yes; Ms. Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes. 

Open session adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

List of documents in the January 22, 2020 Meeting Packet: 

 Public Hearing Notice for Pole Petition 

o Letter from National Grid re: Pole Petition 

o Petition for Joint or Identical Pole Locations  
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o Pole & UG Petition/Permit Request Form 

o Petition Sketch 

o Abutters Map 

 Jamaica’s Best Bar & Grille Common Victualler License Application 

o Lay Out of Restaurant 

o Parking Plan 

o Workers Compensation Affidavit 

o Certificate of Liability Insurance 

o Sunday Entertainment License Application 

o 6 Day Entertainment License Application 

o Serve Safe Certificate 

o Menu 

 Meeting Minutes of December 18, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2020 

 Memo from DPW Director re: Tree Removal 

o List of scheduled tree trimmings and removals 

 Southeastern Regional Services Group DPW Services Awards for 2/1/20 – 1/31/21 

 Electrical Aggregation Consultant Agreement 

 OCPC River Street Traffic Study Results 

 Letter Governor Baker re: Additional Chapter 90 funding for FY 2019 

 Memo from Town Administrator re: Deficit Spending – Snow and Ice 

o Memo from DPW Director to Town Administrator re: Snow Budget FY20 

o Expense Control Report  

 Town Administrator’s State of the Town Address 

 

 


